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CLOUD-seeding operation
was conducted in several
areas in Selangor, Negri

embilan and Melaka
recently, following severe haze due
to fires in neighbouring Indonesia. A
Royal Malaysian Air Force Hercules
C-130 aircraft took off at the airbase
inSubang, carrying atank filled with
1,200 litres of water and 200kg of salt.

The saline solution was sprayed
into the towering cumulus clouds
from an altitude of between 1,371m
and 2,133m.

The cost of the 2%-hour operation
was borne by the National Disaster
Management Agency. It involved the
RMAF, the Malaysian Meteorological
Department and other agencies.
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BUDGET 2020 will be tabled on
Friday and will contain the usual
spending plans for the various mi-
nistries and social programmes in
the country for next year.

The annual exercise will be scru-
tinised for how those plans will lay
the foundation for Malaysia in the
immediate term.

Initial suggestions point to how
the government will likely prioritise
spending to drive economic growth
as that, together with ensuring a
trade surplus, are bedrocks in
assuring economic and political sta-
bility in the country.

The myriad of spending plans,
focusing on the underprivileged,
will show the compassionate side of
the administration but one aspect of
how the Budget needs to be mould-
ed is to drive economic growth
higher.

There is a saying that the stock
market is a barometer of the ecorio-
my and that is at a four-year low.

The benchmark FBM KLCI has

Sunday Star

Says

only been up one year over the
past few years and that together
with other flashing warning sig-
nals have been prevalent in recent
times.

With domestic investments flag-
ging, housing in a slump and job
creation remaining an issue, mea-
sures should be proposed to put
more cash in the pockets of Malay-
sians and to encourage spending.

The risk is the gross domestic

. products (GDP) growth might still

be stuck in the four-percentage
point range and for Malaysia, that is
not good enough. .

The government must lift the lid
on the economy and if that means

slowing down the planned decline
in the fiscal deficit, then so be it.

The US-China trade war has
roiled the global economy and
international trade, and the govern-
ment must capitalise on this rare
event.

We cannot afford to remain com-
placent while neighbouring coun-
tries welcome global investments
and we adopt a more protectionist
stance in dealing with regional or
global trade.

Over recent months, Malaysians
have also seen how environmental
degradation has affected our daily
lives.

Everything from the contamina-
tion disaster in Pasir Gudang, Johor,
to the fires in Riau, Sumatra, that
choked much of Malaysia in a cloud
of haze and that has been a linger-
ing farce for around two decades,
signals that it is time for the govern-

ment to act in aid of the environ-

ment.
Yes, bans and limitations on

_single-use plastic is a step in the

right direction.

Images of and news on how sea
animals have borne the brunt of
our environmental disregard have
tugged the strings of compassion.

Climate strikes organised by the
youth of the world show the anxiety
of the generation that will inherit
the planet.

For our part, there need to be
more legislative and budgetary allo-
cations to ensure that Malaysia
starts moving towards environmen-
tal best practices.

Budgetary allocations towards
the environment need to be done in
consultation with the states of
Malaysia, as land and most natural
resources are matters of the states.

Money should be allocated
towards ensuring our rivers are
clean, our forests are maintained
and the air that we breathe is free
from the toxins that have polluted
much of the country.

States should be allowed more

" Tnvesting in a clean environment is good for business

development funds only if they
offer guarantees that forests that
cover about half of Malaysia would
not be felled in the name of devel-
opment and that waters are kept
clean.

We can blame the West for doing
in the past just what they are ask-
ing us not to do now but it is also
time for us not to make the mis-
takes of the developed West and
learn from what they are doing to
ensure a sustainable Earth and
environment for the future of our
children.

Furthermore, with the werld pay-
ing more attention to environmen-
tal best practises, doing so is actual-
ly good for business.

It is clear how developed coun-
tries are using our lax environmen-
tal practices against us, and we
should acknowledge that spending
on keeping the environment clean
and sustainable is actually not only
good for future business but also
that for the future of Malaysia.
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CONTAMINATION

Fukushima's

radioactive

‘water a big headache

FUKUSHIMA: In the ravaged Dai-
ichi nuclear plant here sat a mil-
lion-tonne headache for the
‘plant’s operators and Japan’s
government: tank after tank of
water contaminated with ra-
dioactive elements.

What to do with the enormous
amount of water, which grows by
around 150 tonnes a day, was a
thorny question, with controver-
sy surrounding a long-standing
proposal to discharge it into the
sea, after extensive decontamina-
tion. - i
The water came from several
different sources: some was used
for cooling the plant, which suf-
fered a meltdown after it was hit
by a tsunami triggered by a mas-
sive earthquake in March 2011.

Groundwater that seeped into
the plant.daity; along with rain-
water, added to the problem.

A thousand towering tanks
have now replaced many of the
_ cherry trees that once dotted the

plant’s ground. Each can hold

1,200 tonnes, and most of them

were full.

s

“We will build more on the site
until the end of 2020, and we
think all the tanks will be full by
around the summer of 2022,” said
Junichi Matsumoto, an official
with the unit of plant operator
Tokyo Electric Power Company
(TEPCO) in charge of dismantling
the site.

TEPCO had been struggling
with the problem for years, tak-
ing various measures to limit the
amount of groundwater entering
the site.

There was an extensive pump-
ing and filtration system, that
each day brought up tonnes of
newly contaminated water and
filtered out as many of the ra-
dioactive elements as possible.

“The machinery filters contain
radionuclides, so you have to be
protected here, just like with the
buildings where the reactors are,”
explained TEPCO risk communi-
cator Katsutoshi Oyama.

TEPCO had been filtering new-
ly contaminated water for years,
but much of it needed to go
through the process again be-

cause early versions of the filtra-
tion process did not fully remove
some dangerous radioactive el-
ements, including strontium 90,

The current process was more
effective, removing or reducing
around 60 radionuclides to levels
accepted by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for
water being discharged. But there
was one that remained, which
cannot be removed with the cur-
rent technology: tritium.

Tritium is naturally present in
the environment,; and had been
discharged in its artificial form
into the environment by the nu-
clear industry around the world.

There was little evidence that it
causes harm to humans except in
very high concentrations.

IAEA argued that properly fil-

A researcher showing p?ocessed water, Where the radioactive element
tritium remains, in a lab at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in
Okuma, Fukushima prefecture, Japan, on Wednesday. AFP PIC
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tered Fukushima water could be
diluted with seawater and then
safely released into the ocean
without causing environmental
problems.

But those assurances are of lit-
tle comfort to many in the region,
particularly Fukushima’s fishing
industry which, like-local farm-
ers, has suffered from the outside
perception that food from the re-
gion is unsafe. \

Kyoichi Kamiyama, director o
the radioactivity research depart-
ment at the regional govern-
ment’s Fisheries and Marine Sci-
ence Research Centre, pointed
out that local fishermen were still
struggling eight years after the
disaster. 2

“Discharging into the o6cean?
I'm absolutely against it.” AFP




